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Who am I?



Background to TIPToP

CORU and CPD

Transition funding call 
from ANSEO The Student 

Engagement Office

Previous successful 
student engagement 

projects

Landscape



Why a student-led conference?

Professionalism in 
curriculum Active learning Real life 

experiences

No prior 
experience of 

conference

CPD opportunities 
for Biomedical 

Scientists

Rationale



Two Conferences: Themes

TIPToP 2019
Reflecting on the Cycle of 

Professional Development for 
Medical Scientists

TIPToP 2023
Biomedical Science: The 
Future is in our Hands



First Steps

Introduce idea to fourth year 
Biomedical science students 

Secure funding



Partnership Roles Established

Two academic 
staff

Students 
conference 
committee

Student 
conference 

participants and 
attendees



Leading by Example

Academic staff: chair and 
secretary

Minutes of meeting 
circulated

Appointed student chair 
and secretary

Tasks outlined and 
committees established

First meeting



Conference Name and Logo

Transition In Progress To Professionalism



Three Student Led Committees

PROMOTION POSTER COMPETITIONS LOGISTICS



Promotion Committee

• Conference logo
• Promotional posters design
• Poster distribution
• Liaising with professional body



Poster Committee

• Two competitions
• Poster guidelines
• Liaise with promotion committee
• Recruit judges
• Develop marking criteria
• Organise poster display and prizes



Logistics Committee

• Organise speeches
• Co-ordinate keynote speaker
• Venue and H&S
• Catering
• Sponsorship



Skills

Organisation Creativity Communication

Teamwork Trouble-
shooting Networking



Posters



Students at the Conference



Keynote Speakers

2019: Monica Fitzpatrick 2023: Patrick Mulhare



Poster Judging
2019: Dr Brendan O’ Connell and Dr Fiona O’ Halloran 2023: Ms Sinead Creagh and Mr Padraig O’ Sullivan



On the night….

https://vimeo.com/790805451/c508cc0839

https://vimeo.com/790805451/c508cc0839


Student Feedback
2019 Conference organising experience

“It was certainly a unique learning 
experience for all. It gave the students 
involved a chance to demonstrate their 
professional capabilities beyond the 
four walls of the classroom and the 
skills and experience attained will be 
useful in years to come”



Student Feedback
2023 Conference Content 

“The conference was uplifting in 
illustrating the great resilience and 
determination of medical scientists to 
constantly improve from the 
beginnings of medical science and to 
deliver the best service possible to the 
patients”



Medical Scientist Attendee Feedback

“It takes courage to take on some 
responsibility like that and put 
yourself forward for a task but with 
hard work, the results can be very 
worthwhile and rewarding and can 
make a real difference. This principle 
applies to the workplace also and pro-
active people who do this can make 
things happen and make very positive 
and valuable contributions in 
healthcare”



Reflections

Analysis of event Documenting issues

Future planning
Project expansion: 
mentoring: NTUTORR 
funding secured

Post conference de-brief



Outputs
Converse article: Quarterly Professional  Body Publication



Outputs
Biomedica Poster



Thanks

• Colleagues Dr Brigid Lucey and Dr Fiona O’ Halloran
• MTU Student Engagement Office ANSEO
• ACSLM CPD officers
• Medical Scientists
• NSTeP

Where to start?



Thanks

• The students of conference 2019 and 2023

But most importantly

No group photo of 2019 committee
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