
Cocreation in the Trinity 
Disability Service

The path to meaningful student 

partnership in support services.



Who am I? 

- Graduated from History in Trinity this year. 

- I have been on both sides of the student partnership, as a student and as 

Disability Service staff.

- Former member of the Trinity Ability Co_op, disability advocacy group. 

Projects included Inclusive Student Life. 

- Co-lead the Trinity Disability Community Engagement Project, work on 

student partnerships, development and life outside of the classroom. 

- Integrate cocreation and ideals of student partnership throughout 

Disability Service.

Rachel Murphy, Trinity Disability 

Service Graduate Intern  



Background
Student Partnership Policy

Chapter 5 outlines opportunities for feedback into student services through informal and 

formal mechanisms. 

Trinity Disability Service Strategic Plan 

• Develop the Trinity disAbility Hub at Printing House Square into a dynamic, open, inclusive 

space available to people with disabilities from Trinity and the wider community.

• Promote the Trinity Ability Co-op/Disability Forum and other student partnerships to ensure 

the student's voice is front and central in all student disability services.

• Engage Trinity Ability Co-op to ensure the DS is ‘inclusivity checked’ as part of this 

partnership.



disAbility Service Ethos

"The ethos of the Trinity College Dublin Disability 

Service is to move from a transactional model of 

provision, where students are passive recipients of 

support to a transformational and sustainable model 

of disability support, where students take an active 

part in developing essential life skills and planning 

their educational journey."



3 Cs of student partnership in the Trinity Disability Service



Reflecting on student partnership 

and cocreation in the Trinity 

Disability Service

20222016



Early student partnership



What did we learn from this? 



Discussion topic:
What role could 
students have as 
partners in a support 
service?



Next steps…





Employing disabled students 



Employing disabled students 



Strand 1

Student Partnership and Mentorship 

• Trinity Ability Co_op

• Disabled Alumni

• Wider Disability Community

• Student bodies

Strand 2
Individualised supports 

• Occupational Therapy Resources

• Development

& Engagement Drop-in

Strand 3
Employability

• Disability Inclusion Pathway

• Service Internships

• Connection with Careers

• Erasmus

Strand 4

disAbility Hub

• Identity

• An inclusive Trinity community

• Training and resources

• Events

Trinity Disability Community Engagement 



Challenges we encountered 



What’s next?



Discussion topic:
How can cocreation 
add value to the 
student experience 
of support provision?



Discussion topic:
How can cocreation 
add value to the staff 
experience of 
support provision?


